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Text, is of ſuch a profitable Tendency, 
wy that I hope it will not be Time loſt, the 
I ſhould be a good vue i- telling it, 
and making'Remarks upon it. * 

St. Paut and Silas om come into.Maredenia,in 
Obediencstarha ; Lydia of 3 
converted by aul s Pre 
gether with To Houſhold _—_— Nene 
Houſe being invited, and ſweetly der, 
they — Days. Thoſe who are convert. 
ed, will have a peculiar Regard and Affection a 
the — their Couverſion : Eike 
they will lava to be with them, and dothem al the 
kind Offices chat lie in their Power, as well as hear 
_ 2 Words which! praceed:out: of, their 

cs nn nod 21271 Ker 8 
Now while they-ſojouyn'd at. the Houſe'of this 
| new Convert, it came to pafs;thatas they, and the.- 
People with them, went to Prayer, probably in the 
| Fields; — — 


Spirit of Divination. 


| 
| 
| 


tune Teller; and ſo expert was ſhe at this Buſineſs, 


| -was tothe People, theſe Men are the Servants of the 
moſt high God, &c. *Twas as if ſhe had laid to the 


* The Character ſhe 


r 
— 
* 


young Woman was a Witch, or For- 


and had gotten ſo much Cuſtom, that a Number 
of Men join'd together, to buy her, and went Shar- 
ers in the Gain ſhe got by this diabolical Trade. 
As ſoon as ſhe ſaw cheſe Men of God, Paul and Si- 
lat, ſhe cried out to the People, Theſe Men are the 


; Servants of the moſt high God which unto us the 


Way of Salvation. And this ſhe did many Days: 
When they met together for Devotion, ſtill her Cry 


Byſtanders; However mean and ordinary theſe Men 
appear to you, they are really extraordinary Perſons : 
For they are the Servants of the great God of Heaven 
and Earth, who is infinitely above the Idols we-worſhip : 
and they teach the true Way to Happineſs,"which we and 
our greateſt Philoſophers and Divines have been groping 
after in the Dark. CO et {4 120 dier 3 
and Silas is applica- 
ble to every true and faithful Miniſter of © Jeſus 
Chriſt. They are the Servants of the maſt'bigh God. 
He ſets them to Work; be ſends them; and being 
ſent they run upon the glorious Errand of ſbewing 
unto Men the Way of Salvation; (an Errand which 
the higheſt Angels in Heaven would think an Ho: 
nour to be ſent upon) 'tis as their Meat and Drinkto 
publiſh theſe glad Tydings of great Joy; to ſhew unto 


Sinners that Feſus Chriſt is the Hay, the Truth, and 
tbe Life, and that, for his Sake, God CAN and WILL 
| juſtify the Ungodly ; they ſerve God with their Spirits 


in 


inthe Goſpetif Se; 


be ſpent in his Service; theycount 
to themſelves, if the 1 0 bar fa l their Mf Minis, 
and te 15 the Gofpel of the Grace 27 God. And if 
2 b are — Ms are not moſt 
People as Sheepnot having a & end? Is there not 
Reaſon to fear, that the Bulk of Miniſters run tho 


the Lord never ſent them; that they ſerve not the Lord 


Feſus Chriſt but their own Bellies ; that they pleaſe 
Men ſo much, that they cannot 'be the Servants of 
nn? that they have no more Zeal for Chriſt than 
his 

ther Goſpel, than what Chriſt and: his Apoſtles did, 

cauſing their People to ſeek Fuſtificarion as it were by 
the Works of th Law? This, alas! was my own 
Caſe when firſt-preached; and I fear is the Caſe of 


molt of the Clergy. O bleſſed God, thou Fountain 


of Light and Truth, with whom is the Reſidue of the 
Spirit, cauſe the Light the glorious Goſpel Chriſt 
to ſhine into the Souls of ſuch Miniſters: Oh that 
they may ſee the Glory of God in the Face of Feſus 
Chriſt: ; and then his Love will conſtrain them to 
preach the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt; and they 
will feel a ſpiritual Neceſſity laid upon them, and that 


wo will be unto them if they preach not the Goſpel,” And 


Oh that the Lord of the Harveſt, would ſend forth\La- 
bourers, faithful Labourers into the Harveſt, even Men 


full of Faithand of the Holy Ghoſt, to preach the'ever- + 
laſting'Goſpel to every reaſonable Creature under Heu- 


ven; Men that not only gueſs that God may, but 


know he will fave Sinners thro' Chriſt ; who can 4 | 


nemies will bear with; and that they teach anc 


| 
4 


above to ſpeak againſt 25 


1 - — — — 
— — ——— — <— 222 Foo - - 


oh and that God himſelf ma) 


trauble their City] they only troubled it as the An 


ee , % e "__ 
tiſy thut God —— Orhat 
Prayer may enter fut che Ears of the Lord of Sabi 
Amen to it! 
It ſeems ſame what ſtrange, that the Devil, ho 
hates Chriſt's Eenbaſſadors, and whorſtics up others 
to hate them, and ſay all Manner of Evi of them: nfo 
uy for bisName' Sate, ſnould be ſo diu {the 

"Jeff," as to give Paul and Silat an hig h Encomium, 
"whoſe Buſineſs it was t o deſtroybis' 1 dm in that 
Place. But undoubtedly, he os donſtrain d from 
; as he did hen he faid 


"O- Yu” OY ng 8 


to Chriſt, Marc 1. L 1 — mga 
holy one of God. 

St. Paul being ere Fob her Saks, "and dhe Sale 
of the People whom Satan had berferbed by ber Sor 
ceriet commanded the evil Spirit in th Name of 'Feſus 
Cbriſt to come out f ber; wbich be dtd the ſame Hou: 
For even the Devily were ſubjett ta the Apoſtles thb 
Chriſt's Name. Hereupon, her Owners, pere 
the Spirit of Divination to be caſt vu f her, and that 
rhe Hoper their Gains were loſt, caught hold of Wa, 
and Silas, with great Fury and haled them firſt be. 
fore the Juſtices, and then before the Magiſtrates, 
bringing this Charge againſt them, via. S0 ho Men 
being Fews do exceedingly trouble our City, &c. 
the Feflonetrs of the meek and peaceuble 7 eſus jan 
did the Pool of Betheſda, in Order to heal ic.) But" tis 
common for Perſecutors to lay to the Charge of 


Eh rilt s Miniſters Things which they know not, and to 
8 rage 


9 0 we 


Se re 6 TT gas. 
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Love and TaighIGhi 
pretendidgchat the Glory of | 
ublick Good i is whar they are driving 
-private inen Refemment 


rage 


_—_— 


=, whilerhreirown 


is alt-that moves them. „ ee ss: 


God, or the 


mis che xi ach Mulccade hre incenſed u. 
. Magiſtrates with their owrt/ 
Hands, — — — — | 
And ens cauſed them to be ervelly feourp'd, , 
— — to keep them ſafely Theſe 
probably, Menof Learning and 
Senſe, — —— conducted themſelves well 
enough upon another Oecaſion: But in this Matter 
they behaved themſelves, as if the Spirit which was 
Ae of the Damſel, had enter d — cook Py 
The Truth is, every Perſecutor t- 
man : And one may ſee of his ſame 
y and Madneſs in all thoſe who have ever ber- 
ed the Churtbof N his faithful Mneſſes. St, 
er ſaich, that when he was upon his perſecusing 

to Damaſcus, he was exceedingly mau, Acts 
26. Some are leſs mad, others are — mad, and 
others are exceedingly mad; which was the Caſe of 
Saul, of theſe and of many more Ma- 
fade Ke ſince that Day; who had they ſhewn as 
tle Reaſon and M tion in ober Matters, as 
in proceeding againſt Chriſt's Miniſters, would dire | 

— 4 fit for Badlam than the Bench. -' 
Ahe wicked Jaylor, to ſhew how ready he was to 
obey: his Orders, dping no Doubr, that his cru 
Faichfulneſs, a Means to keep him in his 


£210! * 


elfe, but Prayer and Praiſe: At Midnight there 


Bt) (heiſt them ingothe bnncr Priſanc ale their FR 
faſt inthe Stocks, and ms very rr | 
mane towards chem. 

But ſee what Religion can 40l One would. Fa 
thought they were complaining to each other of 
their Wounds and 'Bruiſes/; -or ay Ts, if 
Pain would let them, to ſhut their Eyes t 

and get alittle Sleep, ſince it was now Mi 
But this was not the Caſe with them : They hf 
_ Heart to think of cheir Pain, or Sleep, or any 


Fe 


i they prayed and fang Praiſe to Gd. But what R 
hey — ? Not the Done of the Und 
which conſiſts in making a Profeſſion, goi 
Church or Meeting, and at beſt, a little dry Mor bag 
This Religion will do well enough, for thoſe that 
dwell at Eaſe in Zion, and know not what tis to en- 
counter with great Trials. But tis only the Lach 
gion of a few, which is in the hidden Man 
cart, the powerful and ſenſible Operations 4 the. 
| Holy Gboſt: Iſay'tis nothing but this Religion, this, 
which the Men of the World who bave their Portion in 
this Life, call Enthuſiaſm and Diſtract ion, which will 
make Men forget their Pain,and eee down 
into a filthy Dungeon. - - 

They prayed and ſang Praiſecto Cod. Wbat did 
they pray for? They pray d no Doubt for theme. 
ſelves, that God wou mull be a preſent Help to them 
in eve Time of. Need, and cauſe them to triumpb in 
Chriſt Fe : Tis likely, they pray'dfor others al- 
ſo, forthe blind cls in that Nace, for their Ene 


Mercies were \Cruelties : For the Religion of 


they praiſed God alſo : for in every Thing we ſbould 
ive Thanks. They- praiſe 'God, as for other Fa- 
yours, ſo eſpecially for the heavenly Viſit, with 
which they were then highly favoured of the Lord": 
Nay they ſang God's Praiſes, inſomePſalm, or extem- 


And ſo earneſt, and loud were they in their Devoti- 
on and heavenly Melody, that the Priſoners heard 
2 them: The other Priſoners who were there before, 
50 and who, whatever their Crime was, were in a more 
2 comfortable Apartment, and not in the Dungeon as 
t Paul and Silat were. _ 1 18,9 
85 Tis natural to ſuppoſe they made many Remarks 
* upon this Occaſion. I have often thought that 
p, /ome Men N 70 Delicacy in Religion, had the 
1 lived then, and been there, would have made 
„Remarks as theſe. © As for this Paul and Silat, 
; they hop'd they were good Men; for they lov d to 


| © becharitable : Bur yer twas certain they were 
( imprudent and raſb, or elſe they would never have 
'* provoked the Men of Philippi, and brought ſuch 


an old Houſe upon their Heads.----Theyknew o- 
i 
| 


ce thers, who were as good Chriſtians as Mr. Paul 
« and Mr. Silas, every Day they liv'd,and yet were 


(t 0 


0 one did them any Harm, not ſo much as a Dag 
moved his Tongue againſt them.---- For their Parts, 
B 


mies, md efpecidlycior the/Jayidr: whoſe rinder | 


J Jeſus Chriſt diſpoſes a Man to love his worſt Ene- | 
mies, and to pray for them without Ceaſing. And 


poraneous Hymn, as the Spirit gave them Utterance. 


they | 


| 


prudent & charitable, that every one lov'd them; 


* gzry were of the Mind, that ſuch Chriſtians were 
„ more likely to be à Credit to Chriſtianity, and 
ce to convert their heathen Neighbours. But as 
&« for their Singing, and at Midnight too; this could 
c not be juſtified; for every Thing was beautiful 
& in its Seaſon; and Midnight was a Time for Sleep- 
ing, and not for Singing. Beſides, what Buſi- 
ce neſs had they to ſing ſo loud, and make ſucha 
46, Noiſe, as to diſturb others, and hinder them from 
« Sleeping? God was à God of Order, and there- 
“ fore this muſt certainly be wrong. Thus eaſi- 
ly could theſe Men have gained their Cauſe a- 
gainſt Paul and Silas, and the Spirit of Gad too. The 
Truth is, nothing ſtumbles ſuch Men like Perſons 
having much Foy inthe Holy Ghoſt: Tis in a wrong 
Place, at an unſeaſonable Time of Night : Some- 
thing ot other is always wrong in it. 

But while the high: Praiſes of Gad were in their 
Mouths, on a ſudden, there was a great Earthquake: 
The Shock was violent there; for the: Foundations of 
. the " Priſon were ſbaken : and immediately all the Doors 

were opened, and every ones Bands were looſed. 
No Queſtion, there was a great Conſternation a- 
mong the Priſoners; but we are told only of the 
Jaylor, who ſeeing the Priſon- Doors open, & con- 
cluding his Priſoners were all fled, expected no- 
thing but that his Life muſt go for theirs, according 
tothe Roman Law. In this Extremity, he thought 
*twas beſt to be his own Executioner, and accord- 
ingly he drew out his Sword to kill himſelf, a Thing fre- 
+ | | quently 


A 


La) 


2 * a A 4. Aa. 1 — Per as — gas _ — 


quently practieed by the Roman:, &allowed 6f by the 
beſt Divines they had among them. But Paul ſeeing 
this poor Creature going to deſtroy Soul and Body 
at one Blow, cried out to him with a loud Voice, Do 
thy ſelf no Harm; telling him for his Comfort, that 
though the Doors were open, they were allthere;and. 
did not deſign to make their Eſcape. ''It ſeems, 
the other Priſoners, though they were looſe, were 
in ſuch a Fright, that they did not think of running 
away: Perhaps, they had then ſuch an awful Re- 
ard for Paul and Silas, that they dar d not ſtir one 

oot without Leave from them. 1 \ 
The Priſon-keeper ſeeing all Things ſafe, and 
that he was in no Danger 0 A brs Life, is terribly 
afraid of loſing bis Soul. He was convinced that'the 
God of Paul and Silas, was the living and true God; 
the great and terrible God, againſt whom he had ſin- 
ned, into whoſe Hands it was a fearful Thing to fall, 
and into whoſe dreadful Hands he ſhould have fal- 
len had not Paul reſcu'd him from himſelf; And 
now there is a great Earthquake cauſed in his Soul 
though he is as ſafe as ever, and his outward Circums 
ſtances as comfortable as ever, he thinks himſelf a 
poor miſerable loſt and undone Creature, unleſs re- 
conciled to the great God of Heaven and Earth, 
whoſe Favour he eſteems as Life, and his Loving- 
kindneſs better than Life it ſelf, and all the Enjoy- 
ments of it. And this would alſo be the Cafe of thofe 
carnal Men, who are the moſt eaſy and profperous -- 
in their outward' Circumſtanees, and who are ow 
bleſſing them ſelves in = Hearts, faying, that they 

thy 2 


ball bhuve Peace; I ſay, this would he their Caſe, 
were their Eyes opened to ſee that the God who 
made them is their Enemy, and hath revealed bis Wrath 
from. Heaven againſt them; their very Hearts would 
quake for Fear, and they would look upon themſelves 
to be of all Men the moſt miſerable, while they had 
ſuch an Enemy, though they had more than Heart 
could wiſh, and were ſurrounded with worldly 
Greatneſs and Proſperity. O that God Almighty 
may bleſs this Remark to ſome Perſons, and make 
ita Word in Seaſon to them | 

The poor Man being convinced that Paul and 
Silas were the Servants of the moſt high God, and ſbew- 
ed unto Men the Way of Salvation, in the Bitterneſs of 
his Heart, call d for a Light, and ſprang in, and came 
trembling, and fell down before them; at this the 
World wonders; and when he had brought them 
out, ſaith unto them, Sirs, hat muſt I do to be ſaved? 
TheNight before, Rogues, Villains,any thing might 
be good eno,or too good for them: But now tis, Sirs, 
&c. Thoſe who are the moſt ſpiteful and malici- 
ous Perſecutors of Chriſt's Miniſters, when they 
come to realize that they have got Souls, and that 
their poor immortal Souls are in Danger of being 
loſt, want to hear them preach, and ſpeak of them 
and to them with much Reſpe&. In Anſwer to 
this important Queſtion, they tell him; he muſt he- 
lieve on the Lord Feſus Chriſt ; and that by Faith in 
him, he and his Houſhold ſhould be ſaved. The 
Spirit of God accompanied the Word: "Twas gi- 
ven to him, and others to believe; he and his Hina 
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hold were baptized ſtraight 


fore but theſe Joys which were earthly, ſenſual and 
deviliſþ: But now they know what 5 in the Holy 
Ghoſt meant, the only Thing which deſerves to be 
called by the Name of Foy ; for the Jaylor rejoiced 
believing in God with all his Houſe. 


If any ask why this moyoſe, ill-natur'd Jaylor and 


his Family were taken, and others in that Place left, 
to go on frowardly in the Way of their Hearts, and to 
pine away in their Iniquities: The Anſwer muſt be, 
Even ſo Father, becauſe it ſeemeth good in thy Sight. 
Samuel thought Eliab to be the fitteſt of all the Sons 
of eſſe, to be the Lord's Anointed: And if Man had 
been to have made Choice for God in that Place; 
he would have choſen ſome one who was more lear- 
ned, or, at leaſt, more civil and good-natur'd than 
this Zaylor was, as a fitter Object of the divine Mer- 
Cy: But God's Thoughts are not as Man's Tho'ts, nor 
bis Ways as Man's Ways ; be bath Mercy on whom be 
will have Mercy; and whom he will, he ſuffers to con» 
tinue harden'd againſt him. : 
But to return---- All Ifurther intend, is to diſ- 
courſe upon thoſe Words of the Apoſtle; to the 
Jaylor, Do thyſelf no Harm. Seeing the poor Man 
about murdering his mortal =_y and immortal Soul 
at one Blow ; out of Pity to bo 
ter, he vehemently cries out to him, not to do bim ſe 


way; and that Night Sal- 
vation came to his Houſe. Oh! "Twas a bleſſed Night 
to thoſe poor Heathens! They knew nothing be- 


th, eſpecially the lat. 


any Harm: From which we may fairly make the tok | 


lowing Obſervation, viz. | 
| That 


1 


Dat Miniſters dae 8 and earneſtly 
call upon thoſe who are deſtroying nary a not 15 4 
themſelves any Harm. 
| Youwillbereadytoask who they are who are ” 

deſperately wicked, as to deſtroy their own ſelves. 
anſwer, Thou art the Man, thou art the — | 
whoſoever thou art, who art ſtill in a Chriſtleſs, un- 
converted State. For tis true of all ſuch, that they 
are about murdering their precious and immortal 
Souls: And they will murder them too in alittle 
Time, unleſs like the Jaylor, they are prevented 
from laying violent Hands upon themſelves. All 
thoſe that hate me, love Death; and again, ſaith God 

to his profeſſing People, Why will) edie? Ezek. 18. 
31. Implying that ſuch Men are ſet upon Death, 
even the Death of their immortal Souls, which the 
Scriptures call the ſecond Death. - 

Of theſe, one Sort are erroneous and heretic 
Perſons. For St. Peter ſaith, 2 Epiſt. 2 Chap. V. 1 
That Men bring in damnable Hereſi tes, even denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bringing upon themſelves 
ſwift Deſtruction. And they are of this black Tribe, 
who deny the Satisfaction Chriſt hath made for Sin, 
as well as thoſe who deny that he is come in the Fleſh. 
By ſuch Principles as theſe (and how common are 
they! in the World ! Men do fatal Harm to their 
oven Souls. 

Again, All that "Pe in Sin, however orthodox 
their profeſſed Principles may be, are deſtroying 
their own Souls. For the Wrath of God'is revealed 
you! Heaven againſt ALL-Ungodlineſs and Unrigbte- 

ouſneſs 


ouſneſs of Men; Rom. 1. 18.----The Wages of Sin ir 
Death, temporal ſpiritual and eternal Death. Rom. 
6. ult. By ſome Sins, ſuch as Rioting, and Drunken» 
neſs, Chambering and Wantonneſs, &c. Men deſtroy 
Soul and Body both, as the Jaylor was about to do. 
The Tendency'of ſuch Abominations is to bring 
the Body ſwiftly to the Grave, and the Soul as 
ſwiftly to Hell. And as for thoſe Sins which are not 
ſo immediately againſt the Body, there is not one of 
them but doth Violence to the Soul. Whoever ſin- 
neth againſt God, in any one Inſtance, wrongeth bis 
own Soul. He wounds, and ſtabs his Soul, as if he 
was reſoly'd to be the Death of it. And as ſome de- 
ſtroy themſelves by their Sins, ſo others are ruining 
themſelves by their good Forks. Some will here 
> fay ; Howcan theſe Things be? If bad Works are the 
Death of the Soul, then good Yorks muſt be the Life 
i of it. This, though it looks fair, is really the De- 
4 = Togick, by which he drowns Perſons1n Perdition 
2 an 7 . ä 7% | 
5 Indeed truly good Works, ſuch as are acceptable to 
>, God, are a certain Sign of the Life and Health of the | 
1 Soul, and that tis not in Danger of being hurt bythe 
b. ſecond Death. But yet how numerous and ſplendid 
e ſoe ver our good Works are, they are not truly good 
ir and acceptable before Faith; for without Faith it is 
: impoſſible to pleaſe God : The Tree muſt be good, before 
the Fruit can be good.. Here then lies the Danger.-. | 
When Men's Eyes are opened to ſee the Deſtructi- 
on and Miſery that are inthe Ways of Sin, and are a+ | 
Fraid of God's Fudgments ; they don't goto Chriſt the 
| Phyſician | 


s „ Jay —_ WW pw 3 OW . 


ET | 1e | 
Phyſician of Souls, for the Balm if Gilead, but imma» 
ine that they can healthetnſelves,by their Prayers, 
Tears, and ſtrict Performance of Duties. This is 
what the Apoſtle calls going about to eſtabliſh a Righ- 
$eouſneſs of their own, and not ſubmitting to the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God, Rom. 10.3. But this their Way is 
their Folly, and will be their Ruin, if perſevered in. 
For, could they do a thouſand Times as many good 
Works asthey have done, or ever willdo: Nay, 
could they out do all the Angels in Heaven, and be 
ſo active and diligent, that thoſe glorious Spirits 
which do God's Will, were merely ſflothfulin Compa- 
riſon with them; what would all theſe Doings avail 
them? For all theſe Things, God's Anger would not be 
turned away, but his Hand, his dreadful Hand woilld 
be ſtretched out againſt them ſtill. All theſe Perfor- 
mances, would not be the Righteouſneſs of God; aud 
there is no ſuch Thing as ſtanding before that God 
who is a conſuming Fire, unleſs we have God's Righte- 

ouſneſs upon us; i. e. the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is called God's Righteouſneſs, becauſe 
he is God, and becauſe tis a Righteouſneſs which 
God bath contrived for us: And this is unto, and upon 
all them that believe ; for there is no Difference. Rom. 
3. 22. i. e. all Perſons, whether Few or Gentile, bond 
or free, ſhall be really, and equally accepted of God, 
who do believe with the Heart; that Jeſus Chriſt died 
for Sinners, and take him for theLord their Righteouf- 
neſs. As there is no other Name given under Heaven 
avhereby we can be ſaved, but only tbe Name of Chriſt 5 
ſo there is no other Way of being intitled to this greas 
hs e Salvation, 
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who are Sinners at large, and commit Iniguity with 


ment of Chriſt, who well knew the Worth of 


Salvation, but by believing the Record which Cod bas 
given of bis Son, and. xg as gur Saviour, So 
char Self. Juſticiaries, who have gotten out of the 
of Wickednefs, into the Road. Waaler Self-righteg 5 

_— — as certainly deſtroying themſelves, as th 


Greedineſs, 

There is another Sort yet behind, who 8 
Controverſy, doing Harm to themſelves ; I mean ſuch 

as perſwade themſelves the former Harms they 
— done their Souls are irreparable. 
They don't pretend to heal their own Mund: and 
this is right: but then they think there is no Balm in 
Gilead, nor Phyſician there, for them: No, they ſ. 
they are cut off for their Part; and there is no Hope or 
themin Cod; and ſothey pine away in melancholy 
Sulleneſs and Deſpair. 

In all theſe Ways anconverted Perſons are prone 
to Harm and Murder their own Souls, each of which 
is more worth than the whole Horld, in the Naß. 


I ſay,they themſelves harm & murder their own Souls. 
Godis free from their Blood: He delighteth not in the 
Death of a Sinner, neither doth he tempt them o 
make away with themſelves ; for be is not en with 
evil, neither tempteth he any Man. | 
So far from this, thathe ſpared not bis own Son, but 
rather than we ſhould die without a Saviour, he deli- 


vered him up for us all! And he is continually by 7 ; 


Word and Spirit, be/eeching us not to do aut ſe 
n but to 1 him in his W 


free Gift ! Be n d, O ye Heavens at this ! © 
Indeed the Devil is a Liar, and a Murderer; Hie 


and accept of eter Life, and Happineſd as 5 


murders by Lying: He blinds the Minds of them which 
believe not, by his Wiles and Stratagems, he caſts a 


Miſt before their Eyes, ſo that they don't ſee their 


Danger, nor their Remedy, and, conſequently, fall 
into the Pit Deſtruction. But then there is this to 
be ſaid ; he never blinds them, but only when they are 
willing he ſhould blind them; ſo that their Deſtructi- 
on is 2 themſelves. 0 Jjrael thou haſt deſtroyed 
thy ſel, 

yt ſhould not the Watchmen, the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, who watch for Souls as thoſe that muſt give an 


Account ; ; earneſtly and vehemently call upon them 


not to do themſelves any Harm? Oh, we ſhould ! 
we ſhould cry aloud, and ſpare not, but lift our Voices 
like Trumpets, while we ſet Hellas naked before them 
and everlaſting Deſtruction without any Covering,and 
perſwade them by the Terrors of the Lordto flee from 


the Wrath to come. 


Our Hearts are harder than the nether Millſtone, 
if we can ſee our Hearers going in the broad Way, 
without giving them frequent and fervent Warnings 
to get into the City of Refuge before che Avenger F 
Blood overtakes them. 

Iknow that this kind of presching i is every where 

againſt; that hereby theWitneſſes torment them 
that dwell on the Earth, inſomuch that every ſecure, 


ſenſual Sinner in our Pariſhes, will call us Micaiabs, 
and hate us becauſe we propheſy no good * 
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which they are going, or elſe ſpeak in ſuch a Manner 


them, but only evil; (and, by the Way, this is a ſtan- 
ding Demonſtration of the-Unfaichfulneſs of 'any; | 
Miniſters ; if worldly, ſecure and ſenſual Men re- 
liſh their Preaching ; for as tis their Endeavour to 
keep Conſcience aſleep, they will, and can't belp being 
diſguſted at thoſe Miniſters, who-wakewup Conſcience, 
and ſet it a laſhing them) But though this isnot the 


Way to pleaſe Men, hereby we ſhall pleaſe Chriſt, who 


counted us faithful, putting us into the Miniſtry 5 and 
this is far better. Beſides, who can tell but they may 
be reconciled to Gad, and ſo to us? At the worſt; 
they will only blame us while they live: Andꝰ tis bet - 
ter to have all the wicked Men upon Earth blame 
us, than to have one Soul in Hell curſe us as the 
Means of his being tormented in that Place: Which 
will certainly be the Caſe of all thoſe Miniſterswho: 
prophecy ſmooth Things: The very People who love 
and praiſe them for their prudent, and moderate 
Preaching, will curſe them forever; for giving them 
no more Warning of their Danger. This then muſt 
certainly be the Duty of Miniſters 51 and it would be 
our Practice, were it not that chere is in us an evil 
Heart of Unbelief. - We get worldly and ſenſual our - 
ſelves ; we are blinded with the Things that ure feen 
and temporal, ſo that we dont ſee the Fhings that aro 
eternal; and this makes like People; lite Prieſtt: As 
they don't pity themſelves, ſo neither do me pity them : 


We ſay little to them about that dreadfut Hell to 


as if it was not à dreadful Thing to go to Hell. 1 
en $4911 ©; oo gal * ur is Ba am 


20 
am ſenſible, ſors Allowance ght to be made for 
the different Conſtitutions of Miniſters: But vet 
did any Miniſter realize while preaching, that Feſus 
Chriſt did die for Sinners, and that all his Hearers in a 
little Time muſt be in, Heaven or Hell, according to 
their accepting, ornegletting this great Salvation; let 
his Conſticution be never ſo Staical, it would force 
him to ſuch a Degree of Earneſtneſs, that ſome nice 
Hearers who hate to have their Conſciencer med- 
dled with, would be ready to call him a News 
Light, and to run out of the Meeting Houſe. 
And Oh that hat I have proved to be my Duty, 
that God who perfaraieth "all Thing Things for me, would. 
enable me to practiſe] Oh that I might at all Times 
and eſpecially at this Time, fervently and effectu- 
ally warn Chriſtleſs Perſons not to do themſelves any 
Harm! Youare every one of you as truly deſtroy- 
ing your ſelves, as the Jaylor was, when Paul 
Ps to him with 2 _ Vas," Do thy fol 10 
n 2s 
The Taylor — ot more cantainly have taken 
away his Life, had Puui but have let him have his 
own Way, — Ways perſever d in, will take 
away the Life "Souls As to the firſt Way 
I mention'd, — ſome do fatal Harm to them- 
ſelves; I mean maintaining damnable Doctrines; your 
Danger doth: not ſeem to be here: Nor do Ik no 
that any of you have gotten into the laſt May bf 
killing your Souls, I mean, deſpairing of the Mercy of 
= God; and God grant you never may! But this 4s 
true 'of you all; you are going on in the Road of 
| Wickeadneſs, 
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Wi chedne ſs, or elſe in 100 Road of Self üben fe = 
and both theſe, lead down to everlaſtin Burnings. 1% 
Conſcience, wake up, and do thine Office. Are 
there not ſome of you here preſent before the Lord, 
who are not afraid to affront him to his Face, by 
walking in the Imagination of your Hearts, and fulfilling 
the Deſires of the Fleſh — the Mind; at Jeaſt, do 
you not allow your ſelves in ſome one open, or ſecrer 
Sin, for which your own Hearts condemn you at the 
Time; ; and for which it may be, you now feel Con- 
ſcience ſmiting you? Now, Fire doth not more na- 
turally afcend upwards, than this Practice tends down- 
wards, to a dreadful Hell. If you die in ſuch a State 
as this, vou are as certainly damn'd, as there is a 
God in Heaven, or Men upon Earth. The Nature, 
and Mud of God are againſt you. --- For he is not a 
God that hath Pleaſure in Wickedneſs ; neither ſhall e. 
vil devell-with bim; The Fool ſhall not ſtand in bis f Sight, 
he bateth all the Workers of Iriquity, and can't help 
hating them: The Wrath, the everlaſting Wrath 
of Cod ir rrvealed from Heaven againſt tbem that do 
ſuch Things; all the Cur/es of bis hen are in rr 
Force and Vertus againſt you. 
It matters not, what Experiences any of jou 
agine you have had, or, what joyful 3 
the Mercy of God: Nay, though you have in Pre- 
tence a ui! Aſſurance of gomg to Heaven you will 
certainly go to Hell, if your Lives are among the Un. 
clean, if-you are not cleanſed" from all Nn of - 
wg ono „en gy 5% 
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Thoſe who receide Chriſt, only as a Saviour from 
the Wrath to come (which tis to be feared is a common 
Thing, in this Day of great Grace) ſhall receive 
no Benefit from him; he died in vain as to them; fot 
he is the Author of eternal Salvation only to them that o- 
bey him, Heb. g. 9. e el 
Others of you, it may be, ſeem to be undefiled in 
the Way, and to do no Iniquity, You have been ſo a- 
fraid of God's Fudgments, that you have not dar d to 
give the Reins to your Luſts, but have taken much 
Care to maintain a regular Walk, and perhaps, a- 
bound in Duties of ſecret Religion: But this is all: 
You have got no further. Why, this is only ſtep- 
ping out of the Road of Vice, into the Road of meer 
Morality, and both theſe Roads lead to one Place! 
You have, all of you, as it were a Deſign upon your 
Lives, I mean the Lives of your Souls: Let me be- 

ch you therefore, not to do yourſelves any Harm. 
O, why will ye die? Why will ye die? If your Souls 
were worth no more than the Spirit of a Beaſt, 1 
would ſay nothing to you about them: But I know 
the Worth of a Soul, I know what a dreadful Thing 
it is to have God for an Enemy, and what a bleſſed 
Thing it is to have him for a Friend, and therefore 
I can 8 hold my Peace. My Heart is pained within 
me; let me intreat you, let me beg of you, as if it 
were to ſave my Soul, that you would not murder your 
own. Shall I not prevail with them O God? Shalll 
not prevail? Shall not the ge ing of ſome Souls really 
to periſh come upon me? Come now let us reaſon together, 
ye poorCreatures, whoſe Conſciences tell you, you 
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ſad Condition to live in, which if you die in, He that 


made you, will have no Mercy upon you, and he that for - 


med you will ſhew you no Favour. When a reaſonable 
Creature is in Danger, tis but reaſonable to be a- 
fraid, in Proportion to that Danger, Why then ſo 
merry? Why ſo chearful and eafy,. while the 
Wrath of God abideth upon you? Did ever one Per- 
ſon harden himſelf againſt God, and yet proſper ? If 
ſuch do proſper, 1t muſt be becauſe they are ſtronger 
than God: For there will be a 1ryal of Strength be- 
tween God and them: He will make his Power known 
upon them. And O who knows the Power of bis An- 
ger? Who can abide the Fierceneſs of his Indignation, 
when his Fury is poured out like Fire! Oh! *tis a fear- 
ful Thing to fall into the Hands of the living God. Why 
then do you provoke the Lord to Fealouſy ? Are ye ſtron- 
ger than he? As the Apoſtle ſays in 1 Cor. 10. 29. 
which Words intimate that tis the moſt unreaſona- 
ble Thing in the World to maintain a Quarrel with 
God, unleſs we were able to contend with him, and 
overcome him in the Day of Battle. Conſider this, 
all ye that forget God! Conſider this eſpecially, ye 
ſtout-heartedSinners,who run upon the thickBoſſes of his 
Buckler ; ye. Liars, Drunkards, Swearers, Adulter- 
ers, Fornicators, who though you have heard the 
Word of God's Curſe, have no Intention to break off 
your Sins by Righteouſneſs, but reſolve that you 


will enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin a little longer: I ſay, - 
conſider that nothing will juſtify your Conduct in 


making ſo free with God, but only ſuperiour „ | 
| n 


never made your Peace with God. Is not that a 


| 
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And ask your ſelves fre uently, eſpecially when 
you are about to affront him to his Face, Whether 
you are ſtronger than God? I ſhall ſay nothing 
more to. ſuch hardened and wicked Gets 
but leave them; (Oh that God would not leaye 
them !) and turn my ſelf to others who are prick 
ed at the Heart, and enquiring with the Jayla, 

What muſt we do to be ſaved ? | 
Andl would anſwer them as he was ee 
Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and ye ſhall be 
ſaved: For He is the End of the Law for Righte- 
ouſneſs to every one that believeth. 

By Faith then waſh your Souls, and mate then 
white in the Blood of the Lamb. Upon the Appli- 
cation of this cleanſing Blood'; though your Sins be 
as Scarlet, they ſball be as white as Snow, though they 
bered as Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool; though God 
was angry with you, his Anger ſball be turned away; 
he will caſt all your Sins behind his Back into the Depths 
of the Sea, he will love you as well as if you had ne- 
ver once offended him; he will think nothing too 
much for you; but will give you Grace and Glory 
and withbold no good Thing from you. The Moutb.of 
the Lord bath ſpokenit. Whereas if you will not let 
this Man, this God-Man, rule over and /ave you, you 
muſt ſuffer for your Sins in your ownPerſons. That 
ſtrange and dreadful Puniſhment which is reſerved fa 
the Workers of Iniquity, muſt be your Portion fromthe 
Lord: Oh then waſh and be clean, in that Fountain 
hich is ſet open for Sinners to waſh them from Sin 
and * all * :T; * you have - 


ſtroy d 


-firoy' elves, and can do 3 yotr- 
| , in Vt is your Help He is able and 


willing to ſave to the uttermy all abe char come unto 
dong” ou be as welcome as any. 
U ir the Ward of this Salvation ſens. The 
= of Heaven whom you have abus'd ſo 
. offers his Son, and everlaſting Life, unto e- 

one of you as much as if he called you- by 
* as a free Gift, and requires nothing of you, 
but 2 ne or — you * your 
| trem- 


v "av. mc Ta 


Ws» — 


7 


1 


. Though this. is the Dofrine of the Bible, the Doc- 
trine of our Catechiſm, the DoQtrine of the Refor- 
mation, pay, without whieh' there can be no rue 
961 Reformation (for whateyer Men are converged to, 
3 «OF will not be converted to Chrift, wichout receiv- 
i him as their Saviour.) Vet ſuch are the Times 
wwe live in, that whatever. — t it be 
1-4, known to be bis Belivh, heimay'deperd it that 
"a0 1 they will cry after him a der 6 T. 2 thu, 
my Soul bath been buntad u great while, and, wo | 
bably, will. be till I arrive at hat bleſſed. 
| from whencethe DaQripe ſprang, The Cry! is this, 
5 Ainiſtert a ell ae. u, the Manger: ara 
* 75 agan you, 
I don't 6 Tbe 4 beiate Preſbztery in 
| | Scotland, are for me: This glor rious Hereſy. ſhines 
„forth in the Works of the Er/kines, eſpecially in tl e 
e Gal. 2. 20. And I doubt got but 
here re a a Number « of Miniſters in this Country 
" they were aſk'd would declare thi; 
„tb Truth as it in Teſw. Tu indeed to be fend] 
| | 1 
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trembling and unbelieving Hearts keep mütter. 
ing in Nicodemus's Language; How can theſe Thinge 
be? Don't you ſay within yourſelves, this is tuo g 


| News tobe true? Oh'tis as true as the Goſpel: Nay tis 
the Truth of the Goſpel: For I can ſee no Form nor 


Comelineſs in the Goſpel, if a poor ſelf-condemned 
and diſtreſſed Sinner may not immediately ac- 
cept of Eternal Life, as offer'd to him by God, 

Accordingly,when the Apoſtles preach'd to Jm 


or Gentiles, they offer'd Chriſt, and eternal Salvation 


to every one of their Hearers, as much as if they were 
all elected: And indeed, properly | peaking, thoſe . 


that ſome who have experienc'd it, and preach'd 
it too, warp from it, to keep Company with the 
Multitude of their Brithren, However, if it were 
really ſo, that all the Miniflers were againſt me, I 
ſhould know no other Hay, but to be again all the 
Ainiſters: For, if I only were left, and they ſhould 
ſeek my Life; T ſhould look upon it as much as my 
Soul is worth, to turn Deſerter, O thou God of all 
Grace, ſend forth thy Light, and thy Truth into the 
Hearts of Miniſters : Oh that we may unite in 
the Truth to the Praiſe of the Glory of thy Grace: 
Oh that none might caſt a Vail over the Goſ- 
pel: Or, if any do, let them be only ſuch into 
| whoſe Souls the glorious Goſpel never ſhined ! _ 
N. B. I may hereafter God willing, publiſh the 
Reaſons which confirms me in the preſent Truth, 
and ſhall anſwer Mr, Firmin's eight Arguments 
to the contrary: , Cy . " 4 f 14 j 
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who will periſh, periſh net for their not being ele ted. 


(O glorious Record 1) that God hath given to US 


but tor their making God a Liar, and not believing the 
Record he hath given of his Son ; and this is the Record, 


eternal Life; and that this Life is in bis Son. 1 Joh. 
8 10, 11. ER ECER. | | 
g What then ſhall we ſay to theſe Things, if God be 
for us, who can be againſt us? If you are age frag or: 
ned in God, why ſhould you be ſtraightned in your 
ſelves ? If eternal Life is not too much for God 
to give, why ſhouldir be too much for you to take ? 
Oh, don't put it from you, and fo judge yourſelves 
2 F everlaſting Life ! Let me beſeech you 
not to do yourſelves ſuch Harm. Take this unſpeak- 
able Gift, at the Hand of God: Lay bold on eternal 
Life. Don't you ſhrink back now, becauſe you 
are unworthy ? Why, if God required any Wortbi. 


neſs of you, this would be a good Plea; But he doth 


not; if he did no Fleſh could he ſaved: Since there- 
fore thoſe that are unworthy are welcome, do 
not reje the Counſel of God againſt your ſelves, 
becauſe of your Unworthineſs. Burt rather go to 
him, poor ſinful undeſerving and Hell-deſerving Crea- 
tures as you are, and inſiſt upon it, that you muſt be 
ſaved by him, and that you will take no Dental. 


Tell him that though you are unworthy, yet worthy 


is the Lamb that was ſlain from the Foundation of the 
World: Claim the Pardon of your Sins, and ever- | 
laſting Life, as your Due, as what God owes 50, 
for his Son's Sake. And if your Hearts and Thnguesf 
go together, my WW yours, if you don'c yy | 

| 2 "a 


We can't be more bold than welcome, if we bm 
Chriſt along with us? God hath no Heart to deny 
ſuch Petitioners, let them ask what they will; 
will beſtow his very ſelf upon them for his Son's. 
Sake. Glory, Glory be to God in the Higheſt, that 
through Jeſus Chriſt there is Peace upon Earth, and 
everlaſting Good-will towards Menn 
O the evil Heart of Unbelief which cauſes Men 
to depart from the living God, and to forſake their 
= own Mercies ! This is the Sword with which 
| you are about murdering your Souls, Oh throw 
| away this fatal Sword, and do yourſelves no Harm: 
1˖ am perſwaded you are trying to find, or get 
ſome Foundation within yourſelves, for Faith to 
and upon, beſides the Word and Promiſe of God. 
roy Faith muſt ſtand only upon the Promiſe of 
the God of Truth: You muſt believe while you 
find no inward Encouragement to believe, or elf 
= . . b 
vour Houſe will be built upon the Sand, and no 
upon the Rock, | 
And indeed, did not you give God the Lie, in 
your Hearts, you would want no other Encou- 
agement than this; that the great God hath 
W aid, he gives eternal Life unto every one of Pn 
= 7hro' his dear Son. Oh ! make not God a Liar 
hen any longer, by disbelieving the Record be 
bath given of bis Son: Be no 84 Faithleſe, 


i 
4 
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| 


ut believing. Be as willing to. take, as God 1s 
o give: Take Jeſus Chriſt as given of God 
Jo you, and ſay with Thomas, My Lord, and my 
Jad: And while you take Chriſt, give yourſeluos 
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only right taking, or believing 

wr - ich precious _ 
infinite Mercy grant we may all attain to 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 


AMEN. 
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"7 + A BRIEF ; 
ACCOUNT 
OF THE | 
Occaſion, Proceſs, and Iſſue 
Of a Late 


TR FA Se 
At the Aſſize held at Glouceſter, March 3. 1743, 4. 
between ſome of thePeople call'd Metboaifts, 
Plaintiffs, and certain Perſons of the Town of 
Mincbin-Hampton, in the ſaid County, Defendants, 
In a LETTER to @ Fain. 


By Gzoxcs WurTzriELD, A. B. late of Pem- 


broke-Co Oxford. | 
Acts XIX. 35---40. And when the town-clerk had 2 the 
people, be ſaid, Ve men of Epheſus, what man is there that nom. 
eth not how that the city of the Epheſians is a wor ſhipper of the 
great goddeſs Diana, and of the image which fell down from Ju- 
piter. Seeing then that theſe things cannot be ſpoken againſt, 15 
ought 10 be quiet, and to do nothing raſbly. For ye have broug 
hither theſe men, which are neither robbers of fe > nar yet * 
blaſphemers of your goddeſs. Wherefore if Demetrius, aud the. 
craftſmen whith are with him, have a matter againſt any man, the | 
law is open, and there are deputies; let them implead one another. 


But if ye enquire any thing concerning other matters, it ſpall be F 
dtermined in a lawful aſſembly. For we are in danger to be called” 
in que/tion for this day's uprore, there being no cauſe wherely wi 
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may give an account of this concuumſe. 
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